Dear Madeira Parents and Students:
On behalf of the entire Madeira community, we welcome families who are new to The Madeira School.
We look forward to meeting you in just a few weeks and to seeing you on campus often in the coming
years. To those of you who are already part of our community, we thank you all in advance for the warm
welcome that we know you will extend to our new girls and their families. When you arrive on campus,
we are all looking forward to meeting those of you whom we do not yet know and to communicating with
you throughout the year.
In these last few weeks before your daughter’s return to campus we encourage you to spend some time
reviewing our Student/Parent Handbook, which is located on the Forms & Schedules page of our website.
The Handbook provides a detailed outline of everything from the attendance policy to the dress code, to
when girls may have guests on campus. It is a wealth of information as to how things work on a day-today basis. As important as this nuts and bolts information is, the handbook also articulates our community
values and expectations as well as some of the traditions and activities that make Madeira such an
amazing community. As we will be reminding the girls in the opening days of the new year, our school
rules are designed to keep them safe and healthy, and we appreciate your support reinforcing these
expectations. Parents, your familiarity with our rules and community norms will allow us to convey a
unified, clear message to girls. The handbook is not only for new students. Returning girls should re-read
it each summer as it reflects adjustments to school policies and protocols that have been put into place
over the summer.
We also wanted to share a few reminders:
•

The Important Dates Calendar is on the website and is a snapshot of the most important
dates of the year. Please familiarize yourselves with it, and reference it for travel and vacation
planning. You will want to take special note of two sets of dates, Weather Makeup Days and On
Campus Weekends. Weather makeup days are Saturdays when classes will be held in the event
that a make-up day is needed because of snow or other school closures. All students should be
available to attend school this day if needed. On campus weekends are those in which all
boarding students are expected to stay on campus. There will be community wide events and
outings planned for these weekends. Day students are always encouraged to attend weekend
activities on these and all weekends. Madeira is a busy community, and as such, we place a high
value on community events and class time. Thank you in advance for helping us to ensure that
your girls are able to attend all of their school obligations.

•

You will find a more detailed look at the opening days Orientation Schedule on our website.
New parents have been invited to attend a dinner at the home of Ms. Cabeza de Vaca on the
evening of August 31st. This is a great opportunity to meet school leadership, members of the
Parent’s Association and most importantly other parents of new students.

•

Girls, once you arrive, you will have several days full of commitments some of which will
have you scheduled well into the evening and the first few weekends are chock full of fun
activities for all students so make sure to take a peek at the schedule before you arrive.

•

Don’t forget to create your daughter’s Campus Store Debit Account. The Madeira Campus
Store Debit Account payment system, which may be used to purchase items from Lucy &
Company School Store, to pay for items at the General Store and bake sales, to pay for some
weekend activities, and to withdraw up to $20.00 at a time for cash needs on a declining balance
basis is available through your existing MY BACKPACK Parent Portal website, and will allow
you to load funds into a student “debit” account for your daughter. This system replaces our prior
“charge home” accounts. For more information about how your daughter can pay for items that
she used to “charge home” click here.

•

SAVE THE DATE! for Family Weekend which this year is October 6th-7th . A more detailed
schedule is available on our website. We look forward to seeing many of you on campus for this
event.

As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the Dean of Students Office, either
by phone at (703) 556-8211 or email at aod@madeira.org.
Enjoy the last few weeks of summer!
Sincerely,
Kim Newsome
Dean of Students
The Madeira School

